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We need to make quality, affordable child care available now!

Children need high quality child care. Quality child care allows parents to go to work
knowing their children are learning, safe and well-cared for. Quality early childhood
experiences, particularly in the first three years of life, are crucial. Brain development is
heavily impacted by early environmental factors, which can promote or hinder learning
skills from adolescence through adulthood. A healthy and safe early childhood setting
can also prevent cognitive and behavioral disorders later in life, some of which are
irreversible. Investing in quality early child care whether home based or center based is
a win-win scenario for families, businesses, workers, taxpayers, and for everyone who
cares about the well-being of children.

Quality child care requires qualified providers!

In order to provide quality child care, you need qualified and quality providers (family
child care providers, child care center teachers and other early educators.) In Broome,
Chenango, and Tioga Counties, the average child care center assistant teacher earns
minimum wage -$11.10/hour, while a lead teacher with a college degree earns just above
minimum wage—$12.08/hour. Child care professionals often leave the field because of
the low wages, but children need consistent caregivers.

Quality child care is hard to find!
Quality child care, specifically for infants and toddlers, is limited. Quality providers are
especially needed in the outlying areas of both Broome, Chenango, and Tioga Counties.

Quality child care is expensive!

The yearly average cost of full-time child care for an infant is $7,800 in family child care
and $10,400 for center based child care. The average cost of full-time child care for a
preschool is $7,800 in family child care and $9,360 for center based child care. This is
more than the cost of public college tuition in New York!

Child care subsidy payments through the Department of Social Services can help some
families pay for child care, if they qualify, but it is not enough! Additional assistance is
needed for those families not eligible for subsidy payments, but not able to afford the
full cost of child care.

Child Care Resource & Referral funding is necessary!

The Child Care Resource & Referral at Family Enrichment Network is essential to have
a strong child care delivery system to coordinate training, supply building (expanding
child care capacity), planning and policy and education efforts on child care needs.

Contact us at:

24 Cherry Street
Johnson City, NY
13790

(607) 723-8313
(800) 281-8741

Contact your
legislators
today to let
them know
about these
issues and

how they
affect you!

For more
information
about local, state,
and federal
policy agendas
we support,
please visit our
website at

www.familyenrichment.cc
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Child Care Resource and Referral

Senator Kirsten Gillibrand

Leo W. O’Brien Federal Office Bdg
1 Clinton Square, Room 821
Albany, NY 12207

Phone: (518) 431-0120

Website: gillibrand.senate.gov

Senator Charles Schumer
15 Henry Street, Room M103
Binghamton, NY 13901
Phone: (607) 772-6792
Website: schumer.senate.gov/

Federal Leaders

President Donald Trump

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500
Comments: 202-456-1111
Website: www.whitehouse.gov

Congressman Anthony Brindisi
49 Court Street

Metro Center, Suite 210
Binghamton, NY 13901

Phone: (315) 927-7407

Website: brindisi.house.gov

Congressman Antonio Delgado
111 Main Street

Delhi, NY 13753

Phone: (607) 746-9537

Website: delgado.house.gov

Congressman Tom Reed
401 E State St, Suite 304—1
Ithaca, NY 14850

Phone: (607) 222-2027
Website: reed.house.gov/

Assemblyman Clifford Crouch
1 Kattelville Road

Binghamton, NY 13901

Phone: (607) 648-6080

Assemblyman Christopher Friend
476 Maple Street

Big Flats, NY 14814

Phone: (607) 562-3602

Senator Fred Akshar

44 Hawley Street, Room 1607
Binghamton, NY 13901
Phone: (607) 773-8771

State Leaders

Governor Andrew Cuomo
NYS Capital Bldg

Albany, NY 12224

Phone: (518) 474-8390

Assemblywoman Donna Lupardo
Binghamton State Office Bdg, 17th Fl.
Binghamton, NY 13901

Phone: (607) 723-9047

Assemblyman Gary Finch
69 South Street

Auburn, NY 13021

Phone: (315) 255-3045

Senator James L. Seward
41 So. Main Street
Oneonta, NY 13820
Phone: (607) 432-5524

Tips for Talking with your Elected Official

e Be prompt and patient. Expect to wait.

your legislator and issue.

e Take a picture. You will want a memory.

Be prepared. Write down some notes to help you remember to stay on track. Know

Be a good listener too. Do not debate with your legislator.

Try to make a personal connection. Does he or she have children or grandchildren?

e  Say thank you and follow-up with a thank you note. Include a copy of your picture.

Remember, do not be intimidated. You are a constituent. He or she works for you!




